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STORIES FROM MINISTRY

During my time as a formator, I traveled
to Chicago to help organize a year-long
program of presentations and prayer
activities for both men and women novices.
At our initial planning meeting, the group leader

shared that weekly liturgies would be held on Tuesdays, following the

preferences of the previous year’s group.

Recognizing the importance of engaging the current participants, I asked if we
could consider what this year’s group might appreciate. In particular, I raised
the question of how the women novices would be involved, and whether they
would have the opportunity to deliver a homily, given that our gathering was
not in a parish setting.

After thoughtful discussion and a focus on ensuring active participation from
everyone, it was decided that every other Tuesday, the women novices would
lead a prayer service and reflection. On alternate Tuesdays, the men would
provide the liturgy. This arrangement acknowledged and valued the unique

contributions of all members.

As we left the planning room, Fr. John approached me and expressed his
gratitude, saying, ‘Jean, thank you for reminding us of how women can play a
significant part in these activities. Sometimes we forget.” I replied, “Thanks,

John. We never forget.”
Mission Statement

o Furtherance of the role of women in church and society

« Mutuality, inclusivity and collaboration

See next page for more reflections
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WORDS OF ADVICE

We, the Sisters of St. Agnes, commit ourselves to furthering the role of women in church

and society. Our deep and vital union with God calls us to discern our distinct contribution

as a community of women religious to the ongoing transformation of the world. We recognize the reality of

oppression in the lives of women and the effect of that oppression on the dignity and rights of all people.

We commit ourselves, therefore, to work for justice and reconciliation endeavoring to:

« cultivate an inclusive spirituality which empowers both women and men

« promote educational opportunities which liberate women

« network to transform existing structures in church and society which oppress women.

A BLESSING TO SHARE

A Prayer

May God bless you with discomfort
at easy answers, half-truths, and
superficial relationships, so that
you will live deep in your heart.

May God bless you with anger at

injustice, oppression, and exploitation

of people and the earth

so that you will work for justice,
equity, and peace.

May God bless you with tears to
shed for those who suffer

so you will reach out your hands
to comfort them and change
their pain into joy.

And may God bless you with

the foolishness to think that you
can make a difference in the world,
so you will do the things which
others say cannot be done.

—Sr. Ruth Fox, OSB, 1985

HOW CSA CHARISM INSPIRES ME

The song title, Do You Remember the Call?, perfectly captures my
personal journey. It serves as a reminder of the invitation to respond
with commitment and faith throughout my life.

As I celebrate sixty years as a member of CSA, my heart is filled with
gratitude. Over the years, I have been given countless opportunities to
grow, stretch, and be challenged. These experiences have shaped my
response to the Call and have been integral to my life as a vowed woman

religious.

I am committed to continuing the mission of Jesus, drawing strength
from the legacy of the sisters who have gone before me. Their example
as “joyful witnesses” inspires me to reveal God’s love, mercy, and
compassion. As women of courage, we show pastoral concern for those
whose faith life or human dignity is threatened, striving always to uplift
and support them.

(CSA Constitutions #1):

Called by God in the power of the Spivit. we continue Jesus’ mission of
revealing his Father’s love according to the purpose and spivit of our
Founders.

See next page for Ministries
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MINISTRY SITES
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