RECONCILIATION PRAYER SERVICE
INTRODUCTION: We come before our loving God, aware of our failings and of our need for
wholeness. Trusting in God’s desire to heal us, we pray.

READING: from Luke 13: 11-17
Jesus was teaching in one of the meeting places on the
Sabbath. There was a woman present, so twisted and
bent over with arthritis that she couldn’t even look up.
She had been afflicted with this for eighteen years. When
Jesus saw her, he called her over. “Woman, you’re free!”
He laid hands on her and suddenly she was standing
straight and tall, giving glory to God.
The meeting place president, furious because Jesus had
healed on the Sabbath, said to the congregation, “Six days have been defined as work days.
Come on one of the six if you want to be healed, but not on the seventh, the Sabbath.”
But Jesus shot back, “You frauds! Each Sabbath every one of you regularly unties your cow or
donkey from its stall, leads it out for water, and thinks nothing of it. So why isn’t it all right for
me to untie this daughter of Abraham and lead her from the stall where Satan has had her tied
these eighteen years?”
When he put it that way, his critics were left looking quite silly and red-faced. The congregation
was delighted and cheered him on.
(The Message)

REFLECTION: This woman had a serious disability, bent over, unable to see much around her.
Move to compassion, Jesus is moved to compassion and healed her. Focus on the woman’s
faith. She is weighed down with his disability, yet comes to the synagogue presumably to praise
God. Whether bent or straight, her intent is to praise God. Whether in adversity or health, her
intent is to praise God.
The timing of the healing is important, for Luke tells his gospel with a sense of urgency, that
now is the time of salvation. The present moment is the time to accept God’s liberation. That
time is now, for the woman and for us. While there is any brokenness in the community, to
that extent, the entire people are in need of healing. While there is any brokenness in my
heart, we are all in need of healing and forgiveness.
We may not be bent over as the woman in the gospel; nonetheless, we may be bent over by
worries about the future, or painful memories of the past. We may be bent over by our sense
of failing to love others, by our lack of forgiveness to those who hurt us, by our jealousy over

others’ success, by our being dishonest with God and others, by our ignoring the needs of
others, by our refusal to accept those who have different views, by our disrespect for the gifts
of the earth. We may be bent over by any patterns in our lives that are not life-giving.
God meets us where we are, as we are, bent out of shape and in need of healing.
Today we come before God and praise God. We ask to be forgiven for whatever bends us over,
for whatever in our lives needs the healing power of God.

LITANY OF HEALING: Response: “Jesus, forgive us with your healing touch.”
When we are bent over, our vision limited, preventing us from seeing the full range of God’s
possibilities for us, we cry out:
When we are bent over, deep in depression, our inner world bleak and dark,…
When we are bent over, too busy or distracted to pray, caught up in rushing through life,
frenzied with worry,…
When we are bent over, weighed down with doubts of God’s love and struggling to believe in
our own goodness,…
When we are bent over, filled with sorrow or denial about the losses in our life,…
When we are bent over, unsure of placing our trust in God’s care for our future,…
(Add what bends you over at this time…)

CLOSING PRAYER: Loving God, hear our prayer as we cry out for your healing touch. Forgive us
for our failings and strengthen our resolve to follow you more faithfully each day. We come to
you in our weakness, trusting in your strength. Thank you for all the grace you have already
given us, and for those we will receive in the future. We make this prayer in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

