
15 yearsCelebrating

Associate

2 0 2 3  J U B I L E E

F I R S T  C O M M I T M E N T

Barb Ricklefs

E D U C AT I O N  &  V O LU N T E E R I N G 
Taught Junior High School for 24 years  •  Co-owned a small embroidery business with two high school friends 

for 23 years  •  Courier for Consultants Lab of Wisconsin for 17 years  •  Retired summer of 2022 • Volunteer at 

Broken Bread and Nazareth Court/Center. 

A  S TO R Y  T H AT  A F F I R M S  M Y  C O M M I T M E N T  A S  A N  A S S O C I AT E  O F  C S A 
In 2013, Sister Judith asked if I’d help with a mutuality project and thus we began with another Sister 
ad Associate a program that met every third Thursday with sisters and associates that lasted until 
COVID. We had speakers and discussions on local and broader topics from poverty, homelessness, 
racism, migration and many more. It created action for some but education for all.

A  B L E S S I N G  TO  S H A R E 
A big blessing happened in November 2021 when Sister Joann Sambs called and asked if I could 
help at NCC reception desk for a few months. It lasted 8 ½ months and it was one of the most 
rewarding experiences I’ve had with the retired sisters.

W H AT  D R E W  M E  TO  T H E  A S S O C I AT E  R E L AT I O N S H I P 
In 2007, Sister Deborah Walter asked in June; Sister Jean Steffes asked in July; Mary Jagdfeld asked 
in August. As usual I resisted (Sister Jean had asked before) but I said I’d meet with Ellen Swan and 
be open-minded. The rest is history. She appointed Mary as my mentor and we’ve had a beautiful 
friendship ever since.

W H AT  I T  M E A N S  TO  B E  C E L E B R AT I N G  J U B I L E E  A S  A N  A S S O C I AT E  O F  C S A 
I don’t necessarily feel I need to celebrate Jubilee, but it’s appreciated. Just celebrating and praying 
with the sisters and associates is all that’s needed, whenever we do that it’s special.
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