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STORIES FROM MINISTRY
During my morning wait at the bus stop on 23rd Street and 10th Avenue,
one of my routes to work at The Dwelling Place, another passenger who
often takes the same bus, started to engage in conversations wishing me
a good day or talking about something going on in the news, friendly bus
stop chit-chat. Then one morning, he introduced himself by name to me and
asked me where I am from, as I don’t have a New York accent, and what kind
of work I do. This led to the revelation that I am Joann, a Sister of St. Agnes
living at The Leo House and working at a shelter for homeless women. He
paused for a few moments and said, “It must feel good to know you are doing
things that make such a difference in people’s lives. I have been working in
construction here in the city for several years. It seems that for my company
making money has become more important than helping people. I have been
looking for a place where I can use my talents to make a real difference.” In
subsequent conversations, he asked questions such as: What does it mean
to be a sister? Why would you leave your family behind to come to NY?
What other work have you done? Do you find supporting the women at the
shelter to be meaningful and rewarding for you? In responding to Matthew’s
heartfelt questions, I found myself reflecting back on my 50 years as a Sister
of St. Agnes. With gratitude and sincerity, I could tell him that the commitment
and choices I have made in my life have brought me deep joy. I have been
blessed to feel the love and support of my family and my sisters in community.
I have had the opportunity to share life and ministry with so many wonderful
and diverse people who have touched my heart and shaped me as a woman
religious. Over the years, I have had times of delight and times of great
personal challenge. Growing to trust in God who placed the call to religious
life in my heart, I can stand at the bus stop, in the shelter, among my sisters,
or wherever CSA calls me, knowing that my journey is guided by God’s
presence and grace. This is my joy and my strength.

