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Welcome to our 2019 edition of News from the UN and Around the World
with UNANIMA International. We want to take this opportunity to wish you
many blessings as we enter this new time in our world with its gifts and
challenges.
A significant focus for UNANIMA International during the coming year will be
on Family Homelessness /Displacement, with an emphasis on Trauma.
UNANIMA International in association with Sophia Housing Ireland, SMES
Europe, NYU New York, and Trinity College Dublin are launching a
Research Project on the Global Phenomenon of Family Homelessness
especially women and children. Family Homelessness once viewed as
episodic and situational, has become chronic. The alarming trend of Family
Homelessness constitutes a global human rights crisis, encompassing
multiple cross cutting issues addressed in the Sustainable Development
Goals of the United Nations 2030 Agenda. Women and children who
experience homelessness / displacement are often overlooked by
politicians, service providers and policy-makers due to their lack of political
voice, financial and social capital and their chronic social exclusion. The
Research Project will be both a quantitative as well as a qualitative study,
with case studies from various regions and include participant’s unique
experiences.
If anyone would like to contribute to the study, please contact us.
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FAMILY HOMELESSNESS PROJECT
Meeting with NYU
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UNANIMA International's New Project!
As mentioned by Executive Director Jean Quinn, UNANIMA
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detailed above the completion of this research has a vast range
of possibilities, including but not limited to contributing to the
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documentation of such an important and emerging issue.

the study, please contact us via the email info@unanimainternational.org.

By studying the root causes, the experience and the outcomes
through a range of facets, this project has the potential to
provide detailed and informative outcomes appropriate at the
regional and global level. Exploring both good practices and
issues this research project could play an important role in
documenting the trauma experienced by families who experience
homelessness and recommending the core elements of what
would constitute a service that would support families by using a
trauma informed model. The outcome of this research could help
also inform service providers and policy makers such as national
government departments to set standards and provide the
resources for creating a trauma informed model and an effective
service for homeless families. It I hoped that such outcomes will
contribute to a paradigm shift in how we perceive the problems
of poverty and homelessness that is so badly needed and
promote a dialogue where homelessness is finally viewed as a
human rights issue.

WHATS HAPPENING AT
THE UN
NGO Committees Update
Working Group to End Homelessness NGO Committee on Social
Development
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committee. While keeping with the same
mission and key focus areas, after the
adoption of the Global Compact on
Migration (GMC) in December 2018, this
committee turns its focus to the
implementation and global response to
the GMC. Stay up to day via the
website https://ngo-migration.orgor
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/
ngomigrationcommittee/
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Celebrating the First International
Day of Education
On the 24thof January 2019 the United Nations and the
World celebrated the first International Day of Education, in
celebration of the role of education for peace and
development.The day was marked with various events
globally, including one at UNHQ in New York.
Education is a human right, a public good and a public
responsibility. It is fundamental in ensuring every individual
has the knowledge and skills needed to access opportunities
to participate fully in society and contribute to sustainable
development. By proclaiming the International Day of
Education, UN member states recognized the importance of
working to ensure inclusive, accessible and equitable quality
education at all levels. While The right to education is
enshrined in various UN Declarations, Agendas and
Conventions, among the most notable; Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, Convention on the Rights of the Child,and
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, there is still
a long way to go. Did you celebrate the first International
Day of Education? If you did, we would love to hear about it!

CSocD57 Civil Society Orientation

Teresa Bluminstein's Impressions
of the GCM: A Limited yet
Forward-Facing Document for a
Limited yet Forward-Facing
World
The final text of the Global Compact for Migration is built
upon a clear set of 23 objectives and political (but not legal)
commitment to the pursuit of those objectives. The NGO
Committee on Migration put together a short guide to these
objectives, which is available online in English
(https://bit.ly/2O5xY3X), Spanish (https://bit.ly/2Uujspm),
and French (https://bit.ly/2G2GqRp).

world in which we live. In the same way a doctor might tell
you the best physical exercise for maintaining good health is
the exercise you will personally have the motivation todo
regularly, the best text for a global agreement is the one to
which most of the globe can actually agree at the time it is

A unique feature of this final text was the presentation
beneath each objective of a “menu” of suggested policies and
practices that would support the achievement of that
objective. Essentially, these menus were collections of the

proposed. In my view, the GCM grew to be nearly the best
possible version of a document with such lofty, moral, and
just aspirations being voted on in an era of materially
overprivileged and morally undereducated leadership.
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migrants; offering protections to migrants displaced by
environmental factors; and providing certain types of services
to foster the economic, political, and social inclusion of
migrants in their destination communities. While the global,
political climate would never have allowed governments to
commit to a lengthy list of progressive practices such as these,
including them as suggested policy options served as a clever
compromise between the more migrant-welcoming countries
and those whose ideals or circumstances lead them to favor
stricter border policies or fewer supports and services for
migrants. This structure allowed such practices to be
internationally
agreed upon as positive, useful steps toward safer and more
orderly migration even though the world is not ready to
unanimously agree to deliver on them in their own countries on
a specified timeline.

In UN circles, this sort of exercise of naming ideals, agreeing
on politically “correct” language to discuss an issue or
population, or reaching agreement on the validity of certain
policies as contributors to progress is an important rhetorical
foundation for large-scale social and policy changes. In short,
the GCM is not a tightly binding agreement that will swiftly
deliver the world we desperately want. It may, however, be the
best possible first step in that direction given the state of the

57th Commission on Social
Development (CSocD57)
The fifty-seventh session of the Commission for Social Development (CSocD57)
will take place from 11 to 21 February 2019, at the United Nations Headquarters
in New York. With 46 members this Commission remains the advisory body
responsible for the social development pillar of global development at the UN.
In 2019 the priority theme is “Addressing inequalities and challenges to social
inclusion through fiscal, wage and social protection policies”.

As well as attending high-level panels, networking and side events, UNANIMA
International Delegates will take part in the Civil Society Forum. This is a full

day event that aims to bring civil society members attending the commission together from around the globe. It is an
opportunity to discuss the commission, network and share success and challenges social development related issues and
programs globally. You can watch the Civil Society Forum and The Commission’s Official Meetings via UN Web TV
at http://webtv.un.org(search Civil Society Forum CSocD57 or CSocD57). As part of the Working Group on Ending
Homelessness UNANIMA International is also involved in a side event Homelessness: A Prominent Sign of Social Inequalities.
This event will be co-sponsored by the Irish Mission. Executive Director, Jean Quinn, will also be moderating an event
titled "Inequalities and Challenges of Social Inclusion: Housing and evictions, Extractive Industries and land grabbing",
organized by Habitat International Coalition.

To find out more about the commission visit: https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/united-nations-commission-forsocial-development-csocd-social-policy-and-development-division/csocd57.html

What to Expect from the 63rd Commission on the Status
of Women (CSW63)
In 2019, the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) marks its 63rd year. To be chaired by H.E. Ms. Geraldine Byrne Nason
(Ireland), this Commission remains the principal global intergovernmental body exclusively dedicated to the promotion of gender
equality and the empowerment of Women and Girls. This year the Priority theme will be “Social protection systems, access to public
services and sustainable infrastructure for gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls”. Taking place at UNHQ from
the 11thto the 22ndof March thousands of Women, Girls and Pro-Feminine Advocates will descend on New York at one of the
organization’s largest commissions.

UNANIMA International is excited to have a number of women from our various communities representing us at the Commission.
Ms. Hanane Hakkou, Ms. Kim Piche, Sr. Carroll Ann Kemp, Sr. Janice Belanger, Sr. Philipa Chakabreyo, Sr. Maryan Chinyere Emealo, Sr
Gloria Ozulouoke and a number of our board members also. They will be travelling from various regions around the world including
North America and Africa. This diverse group of women will surely bring an array of experience with them to CSW as well as take
back valuable learnings to their congregations and communities. In conjunctions with high-level panels and the official agenda the
Commission’s activities attendees are invited to take part in a vast number of side and parallel
events in and around the United Nations. This year UNANIMA International will be co-sponsoring
a side event named “Addressing Vulnerability: Collaborative Approaches to Trafficking
Prevention through a Human Rights Lens”. While not everyone is able to attend the commission
in person everyone is welcomed to watch via UN TV. This year both official events and selected
side events will be available to view.

Please stay up to day with UNANIMA International’s social medias for updates on the
commission, its activities and our delegation over the coming weeks. If you would like to find out
more about the commission please visit: http://www.unwomen.org/en/csw/csw63-2019
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MEET OUR NEW STAFF MEMBER
In January UNANIMA welcomed Stéphanie Bozino-Routier to our team as the new
Research Assistant. Stephanie is a French national now holding dual citizenship
(French and American) and has been living in New York for 20 years. She holds a
master’s degree in International Relations from the City University of New York. Her
background includes work at the United Nations under numerous capacities. She has
worked in the Department of General Assembly and Conference Management, the
Departments of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO) and Field Support and the Office
of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR). Her last positions were
Associate Political Affairs Officer in DPKO and Human Rights Officer in OHCHR. She
described herself as a humanitarian. She lives with her 13-year-old daughter Kimaya.
From March 7th to 9th UNANIMA International’s Board will meet for the first time in
2019. The Board Meeting will take place in New York City over a three day period, just
before the 63rdCommission on the Status of Women begins. Among the Board
Members attending are some new faces to the UNANIMA Board. We would like to
take this opportunity to welcome our new Board Members. Unfortunately, this also
means bidding farewell to a number of a valued Board Members. We would like to
take this opportunity to say a big thank you. Your time and input to UNAIMA
International, it has truly been valued by the whole UNANIMA International
Community.

A New Year message from
UN Secretary-General
António Guterreshttps://www.un.org/sg/en

INTERN UPDATE
Sr Judy Padasas
Sister Judy Padasas is one of UNANIMA
International’s past Catherine Ferguson Scholars.
After completing her internship, she returned to
her country and community with new knowledge,
skills and international contacts. Like many of our
past interns Sister Judy has certainly put this to
good use. The Vedruna sisters in the Philippines
are doing some much-needed outreach to the
poorer sectors where youth and children are
among the most vulnerable. In such communities
they are easily preyed by human traffickers. As
part of the temporary vows program, the sisters of
the Asian provinces accompany street children
and do preventive outreach to the vulnerable
children who can easily be tricked into human
trafficking, dangers through promises of jobs or
education. Sr Judy has also facilitated workshops
at local high schools. She stresses the fact that it
is important to educate the boys as well as the
girls. Pictured are some of the sisters from India,
missioned in the Philippines, giving snacks to the
street children and various aspects of the
program. It is not just the younger children that
are benefiting from this program, mothers have
also joined in on the learning. The sisters have
suggested
reading https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_tr
afficking_in_the_Philippines if you are interested
in finding out more .

Important Upcoming Dates
11th-22nd Feb

CSocD57

20th Feb

World day of Social Justice

1st March

Zero Discrimination Day

7th-9th March

UNANIMA International Board Meeting

8th March

International Women’s Day

11th-22nd March

CSW63

20th March

International Day of Happiness

21st March

World Poverty Day

22nd March

World Water Day

7th April

World Health Day

8th-9th April

ECOSOC Youth Forum

22nd April-3rd May

United Nations Permanent Forum on
Indigenous Issues

Something to reflect on...

The allegorical figure of "Hope"suits these heartbreaking
times.There is only one string left to the lyre. She leans hear
head down to hear it's faint music.According to its artist
George Frederic Watts "hope need not mean expectancy. It
suggests here rather the music which can come from the
remaining cord".

REGIONAL NEWS
Ireland’s 2019/2020 Champions Programme
Like many Nations Ireland is full of ambition when it comes to fully implementing the SDGs by 2030. They are committed to their
achievement internationally and recognise their role as a responsible global citizen. This will be extremely challenging but is
achievable if everyone across society gets involved. Hence, they are ramping up efforts at home to ensure no one is left behind.
Many organisations and individuals across Ireland are already responding directly to implementing and raising awareness of the
SDGs, and many more are active in related areas such as poverty eradication, climate action, improving gender equality,
environmental protection, reducing inequalities and sustainable economic growth. Having recognised this the Minister for
Communications, Climate Action and Environment has initiated a programme that is currently seeking expressions of interest from
organisations to take part in Ireland's first SDG Champions programme.

The aim of the programme is to increase awareness of the SDGs and to demonstrate, through the example of the ‘Champions'’
engagement with sustainable development, that everyone in society can make a contribution to achieving the 17 Goals. As many
UNANIMA International members and associates are currently doing such work across the country we encourage you to express you
interest in the programme.

If you and your organisation are interested in finding out more about the Champions Programme please
visit https://www.dccae.gov.ie/en-ie/environment/topics/sustainable-development/sustainable-developmentgoals/stakeholder-forum--/2019-forums/Pages/Champions-Programme.aspxIf you are interested in applying for the role of SDG
Champion, organisations are asked to submit a short application to SDGsIRL@DCCAE.gov.ie before close of business on Friday
28th February 2019.

Autumn

Recognizing Advocacy Campions
Advocacy champions come in all shape and sizes. They can
advocate locally or globally on a variety of topics, what they all
have in common is they’re trying to make the world a better
place. UNANIMA International has a strong history of celebrating
such people through the annual Woman of Courage award,
UNANAIMA International various publications and interventions.

Autumn Peltier a 13-year-old Indigenous Canadian who is truly
making her mark as a young woman of courage in relation to
Water advocacy. With a number of years of advocacy already
behind her she has done things many of us only aspire to.
Following in the footsteps of her aunt, Josephine Mandamin, who
received the Lieutenant Governor's Ontario Heritage Award for
Excellence in Conservation in 2016, this young Woman has been

Autumn Peltier

advocating for clean drinking water since she was about 8 years
old. She has met the Prime Minister, spoken at the United Nations,
attended the Assembly of First Nations Annual General
Assembly and marched on the highway in the name of water
protection, to name but a few issues. Considered by many “a
water protector” Peltier is now a nominee for the International
Children’s Peace Prize. What a Young Woman of Courage!

Do you know any young Advocacy Champions? Tell us about
them!
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GRASS ROOTS
An update from the Vedruna Sisters in India
The Vedruna sisters in India have had a very busy start to their year! In early January
the Indian Sisters collaborated with the SPY department and Health departments to
hold a programme for women and girls who are boarding at a local school. With 96
attendees this day focused on Ecology and Mother Earth.

On the 14thof January the Sisters took part in Utarayan Feast Celebrations. This is an
annual celebration that marks the end of the winter solstice and the beginning of
longer days. A big part of this celebration is kite flying. Unfortunately, many birds get
entangled with the thread, even people get hurt. As well as taking part in the
traditional festivities an oath ceremony and rally was organised by the Unai Vedruna
school children to bring awareness to the local community about saving and
protecting bird populations.

Such programs as those mentioned above are common for the Vedruna Sisters. Sister
Reetha Abraham says these programs are well attended and run on a weekly basis. They
are a great place to learn and teach many things.

RESOURCE SECTION
Sustainable Development Knowledge
Platform
This is a link to the Sustainable Knowledge Platform where you
can find lots on information on the SDGs. Be sure to check out
the Global Report!
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/globalsdreport/2019

IGHHub
Think link includes a
number of great
resources related to
Homelessness including
A Global Framework For
Understanding and
Measuring Homelessness
https://www.ighhub.org
/about-us/about-ighub

UN Web TV
Here you can watch events happening in UN
buildings around the globe live from wherever you
are! This includes major Events, Commissions, Media
briefings and much more! http://webtv.un.org

Social Protection
Floor Index
Social Protection Floors Index
has lots of information on
Social Protection Floors and
the Index. It includes updates
and Country Studies.

