
Transitions of every sort mark our lives . . . . 

 

 

“Transitions of every sort mark our lives.”  (Constitutions #58)  This past year has 

proved this statement to be far more truth than poetry.  The spring of 2013 saw the 

closure of Gallup Catholic High School, where I had ministered for three years.  

What next?  I moved to the Middle School section of Sacred Heart School (formerly 

Gallup Catholic).  Here I have the responsibilities of science teacher for sixth, 

seventh, and eighth grades, as well as sixth grade reading and language arts 

teacher.  (Add wild applause for my English teachers, Sisters Jean Steffes, Mary 

Christine Fellerhoff, Alice Marie Skiko, Alvis Jacobs, and Mary Charlotte O’Neil.)   

 

In addition to the regular work of preparing and teaching classes, is the opportunity 

to mentor young minds in science research.  This research results in science 

projects to be exhibited at the school science fair.  If done well enough, some of 

these projects move on to the regional science fair and possibly to the state science 

fair.  April 4, 2014 was the appointed date for the state fair.  Four young women 

exhibited their projects and 2 received Honorable Mention in their categories of 

Behavioral Science and Engineering.  The surprise of the awards ceremony for me 

was being selected to receive the Science Teacher Award for the Junior (Middle 

School) Division for the state of New Mexico. 

 

The other major transition this year was working with the See the Change USA 

group to teach physics in middle school.  Modeled on European science curriculum, 

the program is designed to interest students in science at an early age and hopefully 

reassert the United States into the fields of science, math and technology.  

(http://www.seethechangeusa.org/)  Sacred Heart is the eighth school to be 

involved.  Each week I am on the receiving end of one hour of mentoring.  About half 

of that is discussion of pedagogy on how to engage the students in the material and 

how to make the work more student-centered. 

 

Remember significant figures, scientific notation, changing units, density?  These 

are things that 6th graders are doing proficiently!  The students are engaged and 

learning is happening.  There is great fun in the room. 

 

 

                                                                                           From Sister Christi  Ann  

http://www.seethechangeusa.org/

