
Help us to Transform Lives!

In communities around the United States,  the work of the 
Sisters of St. Agnes through the Mother Agnes Projects 

brings hope and inspiration to people of all ages, ethnicities, 
and faith traditions.

While some sisters  receive fair market salaries, others 
work for minimal compensation  or volunteer. Your 

financial support of these ministries helps to keep the sisters 
working in shelters, hospice homes, cancer treatment centers, 
and many other organizations.

A Journey of Healing
“When our hearts break into 
a million pieces, we can put it 
back together, but there will 
always be a hole where our 
loved one once was,” shared 
Angie, whose husband died 
from brain cancer, and whose 
three children participated in 
a grieving program initiated 
through the help of Sister Joyann 
Repp in Wisconsin. “Children 
carry this with them  for the rest 
of their lives, but they can learn 
to share it and walk through the 
different stages with support.”

“It is a privilege to walk with people  on this difficult journey,” 
offered Sister Joyann, who works with a dedicated team of 
staff and volunteers. “There is no timeline for grieving. Most 
people are uncomfortable talking about grief, but if we don’t 
acknowledge  the pain of death, we can’t begin the journey 
to healing.”

The Sisters 
of St. Agnes 

minister in various 
settings across 
the U.S., carrying 
on the teaching 
and healing 
ministry of Jesus 
in rural and urban 
communities.
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Angie and her three children participated 
in a bereavement program after the 
death of her husband, working with 
Sister Joyann Repp, CSA.

Every gift will help to transform 
the life of another....

Gift Opportunities

$500 will provide 
spiritual care for one 
month for our senior 
and infirm sisters, 
who have given their 
entire lives in service 
to those in need.

$250 will keep one student 
in a classroom in Nicaragua 

for one year, providing a 
faith-based education and a 

path to a brighter future.

$100 will pay the salary 
of a nurse in Nicaragua 
for one month, providing 
health care to people in 
isolated rural villages.

Congregation of Sisters of St. Agnes 
320 County Road K 
Fond du Lac, WI 54937-8158 
920-907-2311 
www.csasisters.org 
Email: csadevelopment@csasisters.org

“Our sisters go out as 
mission sisters and we 
teach the poor and care 
for the orphans. We take 
such places where many 
other communities would 
not take.”

- Mother Agnes Hazotte 
   First Superior General

$1,000 will bring a full year’s 
education to four students in 
Nicaragua, keeping them off the 
streets and giving them a brighter 
future.
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Help us to Care for  
Our Senior Sisters

Caring for Those Who Have  
Cared for Us 

“The sisters have always worked long, 
hard hours and for many years beyond 
when most others  would  retire,” 
shared Sue Verstynen, who taught with 
the sisters in Wisconsin and Indiana 
for many years and supports the Care 
of the Senior Sisters. “They gave up so 
much in their lives to help and serve 
others and deserve to be cared for in 
their aging years. 

“They don’t think of their ministries 
as work, but as a way of life. They are so committed to their 
mission and to serving others—now it is time for others to 
take care of them.”

Gifts for the Care of the 
Senior Sisters provide 

compassionate care in a 
community environment, 
where the sisters engage in a 
daily ministry of prayer for the 
special intentions of others, 
as well as volunteering and 
providing companionship for 
other residents at the retirement 
facility. 

For many of the sisters who 
worked for minimal or no 

compensation  in some of the 
poorest communities, there remains 
a large gap between social security 
benefits and the actual cost of caring 
for them in their aging years.

Average Monthly 
Social Security

Sue Verstynen, long-time 
supporter of CSA ministries

Become a partner in CSA’s 
Mission and Ministries...

Gift Opportunities

$24,000 will keep one sister 
in her ministry for an entire year, 
including all living expenses and 
health care. $9,000 will 

provide care 
for three senior 

sisters for one 
month, as they 

volunteer and 
devote their 

prayers to the 
special intentions 

of others.

$6,000 will allow three 
sisters to provide counseling 
and care for one month to 
hospice patients, homeless 
families, or victims of domestic 
abuse.

$2,000 will keep one 
sister living and working in 

Nicaragua for one month, 
bringing food, medicine, 

and hope to impoverished 
rural communities.

$5,600

$35,600

Average annual cost 
to provide care for 
each elderly sister is 
$35,600

Average annual 
social security 
benefit for each 
elderly sister is 
$5,600
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“Because the sisters are extraordinary people! They have 
dedicated  their lives to a worthy cause, and it would be 
tragic if they were left in difficult circumstances in their 
remaining years.”  
U.S. Air Force Retired Lieutenant Colonel Charles E. Schuster

“We are always encountering the footprints 
of the Sisters of St. Agnes,  particularly in 
Nicaragua. They truly see the face of Jesus in 
the people that they serve and they operate 
as a conscience for our community. They 
have taught us that what we do to make 
a difference is incremental, but so very 
important in the lives of others.” 
Dr. John and Barbara Lent,  
United Hearts for Health

“We need to celebrate in 
thanksgiving the great gifts of 
these women who have touched 
the lives of so many of God’s 
people throughout the world. 
Each one’s life is a story of 
giving and dedication.” 
Peg Schneider, Chaplain

“I give to CSA because the 
sisters work to create quiet, 
systemic  change in our 
world, so that we might see 
a generation less afflicted. 
They help to prepare all of us 
to carry forward that caring 
mission of Jesus. They are truly 
a caring, driving force in the 
communities where they serve.” 
Brian Johnson,  
Executive Vice President

They have lived simply, so 
that others might know 

hope, compassion, respect, and 
self-sufficiency. Now, it is time 
to care for the senior Sisters of 
St. Agnes, who have devoted 
their lives to caring  for others.

Continuing CSA 
ministries and 

caring for our aging 
sisters will require 
careful stewardship, 
collaboration  with lay 
ministry partners,  and 
the generosity of donors 
and friends who are 
aware of and appreciate 
the importance of the 
sisters’ work both today 
and for the future.

Your generous gift to help us to care for 
the senior Sisters of St. Agnes will help 

to provide adequate medical care and allow 
the sisters to continue living in community, 

volunteering their time and talents, 
as well as participating in a daily 
ministry of prayer for the special 
intentions of others.

Why do I Support CSA? Average Age at Retirement



A Journey of Hope

When five-year-
old Leo was 

diagnosed with non-
Hodgkin’s lymphoma, 
free medical treatment 
was available - but only 
at a clinic in Managua, 
Nicaragua, a 175-mile 
journey from his village 
of Rosita. With the help 
of Sister Marise Meis, 
CSA, Leo’s mother was able to make 
the monthly visits to the clinic with 
her son, who is now a teenager eager 
to begin his studies at a university.

Without the programs and services that CSA brings to these 
impoverished communities, many youth would lack adequate 

health care, basic education, and the pastoral guidance that keeps them 
from  living on the streets, joining gangs,  or becoming  victims of 
violence. A gift in support of CSA’s Nicaraguan ministries will help to 
empower families and build stronger communities.
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Help us to Empower Future Generations!
Ministering since  

1945 in remote 
villages and urban 
areas in Nicaragua, 
the Sisters of St. 
Agnes have founded 
schools and clinics, 
supported local 
facilities, and 
initiated programs 
that assist children, 
young adults, and 
families to find hope 
and self- sufficiency.

Traveling along the winding Río Coco 
in Nicaragua, Sister Mirna Alvarado, 

CSA, brings food, medicine, and clothing 
to isolated villages where access to health 
care is extremely limited. Families often 
walk for hours in the hopes of receiving 
medical care.

Since the founding of a preschool in Belén, 
Nicaragua, through the efforts of Sister 

Esperanza Rico, CSA, many children have 
received a faith-based education, preparing 
them for elementary, middle, and high school. A 
gift of just $250 will keep one student in school 
for a year.

A gift in support of CSA ministries  in Nicaragua will allow the sisters to 
continue in their vital ministries, educating, healing, and empowering a 

people rich in faith, tradition, and culture.

Sister Marise Meis, CSA, right, helped Leo and 
his mother when he was diagnosed with a serious 
illness. Sister Marise has ministered in Rosita, 
Nicaragua, for more than two decades.

Maintaining CSA Presence &  
Mission in Nicaragua

$38,000

$460,000


