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FOND DU LAC - The longest distance Sandi Eggers ever recalls traveling brought her from the 

parking lot to the doors of the Agnesian Cancer Center in Fond du Lac. 

Her husband Jerry Eggers was beginning treatments in his battle against prostate cancer, and the 

couple was dreading what they would encounter. 

“We’d often drive past the building and I’d hope to myself that we would never, ever have to go 

inside,” she said. 

That first day, just as she placed her hand on the door, it swung open and a tiny woman stood 

before them, wearing a huge smile. 

“Come on in,” said Sister Rebecca Endres, offering a warm welcome as if it were her home. 

And it has been a home of sorts for the 89-year-old member of the Congregation of the Sisters of 

St. Agnes. For almost 28 years Sister Rebecca has spent her days as a volunteer who brings 
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comfort to cancer patients and their families. Through the decades, her familiar face and upbeat 

attitude served to lift many a spirit, said Dr. Michael Vander Kooy, MD, radiation oncologist. 

“She gives patients hope when things look hopeless,” he said. 

This week Sister Rebecca is stepping down from her role at the center as she prepares to 

enter retirement, though not too willingly, she is quick to point out. The public is welcome to 

attend a special Mass being held in her honor at 5 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 10 in the St. Francis 

Home chapel. 

It’s not surprising the petite powerhouse is not going “gently into that good night.” She can't 

remember a day she wasn't eager to get to work and serve the community in her special way . 

“I really love the patients and I have developed good relationships and good friendships with the 

people here,” she said. 

Sister Rebecca began her work at the Cancer Center in 1989, at the request of Dr. Hong Chu, a 

radiation oncologist who believed that patients receiving treatment should also get some tender, 

loving care. At the time she was still teaching half-days at local Catholic schools, so she devoted 

afternoons to the center. As soon as school let out that summer, she starting volunteering full 

time. 

 



Sister Rebecca Endres (right) talks to Agnesian Cancer Center receptionist Juanita Hardgrove on 

Thursday. Sister Rebecca is retiring after almost 28 years of giving comfort to cancer 

patients. (Photo: USA TODAY NETWORK-Wisconsin) 

When asked how she ministers to people, Sister Rebecca says she doesn’t do anything special, 

other than greet them at the door, serve them coffee and cookies and lend a listening ear. 

“They share their stories with me and I tell them about myself. And I have never let a day pass 

that I haven’t prayed for my cancer patients, both morning and evening,” she said. 

Medical staff who work at the Center use words like “saint” and “icon” to describe the woman’s 

stature among both employees and patients. Radiation therapist Ellie Baldus said she and Sister 

Endres were sitting next to each other at a recent wedding, when a man in the pew behind them 

spoke up. 

“I had cancer 22 years ago and you were there every day to open the door and greet me with a 

smile,” the man told Sister Rebecca. His wife called the nun her “one ray of hope” she held onto 

every day, Baldus relates. 

Sister Rebecca Endres dances for the Agnesian Health Care Pink Glove Dance 2015 video 

outside the Cancer Center on Division Street Saturday, May 30. The video campaign was part of 

a national competition to raise awareness for breast cancer. (Photo: Doug Raflik/USA TODAY 

NETWORK-Wisconsin) 

Another patient, Jim Becker began chemotherapy treatments two years ago when he was 

diagnosed with stomach cancer. This past July he had to restart treatment as the cancer has 

spread to his bones. 

“Let’s face it, some people come in here pretty dismal,” Becker said. “Sister Rebecca makes my 

path easier, and I try to maintain the positive attitude that she has. She makes my life a bit 

better." 

Sister Rebecca was raised in Waunakee near Madison, where she says they could see the dome 

of the state capitol from her front porch. One of 12 children, she was inspired to become a nun 

because two of her older sisters had entered the convent. She spent 44 years serving as a teacher 

and then a principal in the Catholic education system. 

“I was a very fair teacher. I think the children knew I loved them, so they loved me back,” she 

said. 

For the next two weeks, the nun will be busy packing and getting ready for her big move across 

town from the convent on Highway K to Nazareth Court and Center on Gillett Street. There she 

will join her fellow sisters, along with her real sister, who is 93-years-old, and be closer to the 

center of the city. And, she says with glee, she’ll be within walking distance to the Cancer 

Center. 



Sister Rebecca's mission isn’t over by any means. She plans to continue to spread her good cheer 

to everyone she meets. 

"If I could I would do everything I did in my life all over again,” she said. 

Hopefully, she’ll be able to return when it’s time for some of the cancer patients she’s 

befriended to ring the bell. 

“When you’re finished with treatments, friends and relatives come to the center and they gather 

around you. Then you ring the bell to signal you’ve made it through,” Sandi Egger said. “It’s 

very emotional and it meant so much to hear her sweet, little voice wishing my husband the very 

best future.” 

Reach Sharon Roznik at sroznik@fdlreporter.com or 920-907-7936; on Twitter:sharonroznik. 


