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International Day of Peace 
September 21, 2015 

 

 Partnerships for Peace – Dignity for All 
 
 Setup: Create a sacred space with symbols of forming partnerships for Care of Earth and of 
peacemaking, e.g. a globe surrounded by candles, soil, plants, water, bread, dove. To set the 
tone one could view on YouTube Michael Jackson’s Earth Song. 

 

Leader: September 21 marks the 

International Day of Peace.  On this day, 

we act as a global community, partnering with one 
another to promote dignity for all. We call for a 
global ceasefire and an end to war, to eliminate the 
root causes of poverty and unite to address climate 
change in Paris this November.  Today we think 
about our relationships with all our neighbors and with our Sister, Mother Earth, reflecting on 
how our love of neighbor and Mother Earth can bring about peace on a local and global scale.   

As we work for more just relationships with our neighbors and with Earth, we help transform 
society and create conditions for peace. Through actions like forgiving a grudge towards a 
neighbor, working on a project to end social injustices, acting in harmony with God’s creation 
rather than domination of it, or pausing for a moment of prayer, we take steps toward peace. In 
this prayer service we will reflect together on selections from Pope Francis’ encyclical, Laudato 
Si’ on the interconnectedness of war, poverty, and climate change and the call to conversion. 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 

All:  “In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.” 
 

Invocation of the Holy Spirit  
Leader: Spirit of wisdom, All: Guide us. 
Leader: Spirit of openness, All: Transform us. 
Leader: Spirit of truth,  All: Lead us. 
 

Opening Song:  World Peace Prayer by Marty Haugen (or other song of your choice) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qFeoByYLXJk  
 

Please be seated for reflective readings on war, poverty, and climate change from Pope 

Francis’ Encyclical, Laudato Si’  
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On War 

Reader 1 (Laudato Si’ #57) 
It is foreseeable that, once certain resources have been depleted, the scene will be set for new 
wars, albeit under the guise of noble claims. War always does grave harm to the environment 
and to the cultural riches of peoples, risks which are magnified when one considers nuclear 
arms and biological weapons. “Despite the international agreements which prohibit chemical, 
bacteriological and biological warfare, the fact is that laboratory research continues to develop 
new offensive weapons capable of altering the balance of nature.”1 Politics must pay greater 
attention to foreseeing new conflicts and addressing the causes which can lead to them. But 
powerful financial interests prove most resistant to this effort, and political planning tends to 
lack breadth of vision. What would induce anyone, at this stage, to hold on to power only to be 
remembered for their inability to take action when it was urgent and necessary to do so? 
 
Silent reflection and lighting of candle 

 Do I support the Iran Nuclear Agreement and other international actions based on 
dialogue rather than war? What actions have I taken? 

 What response should our country make to the refugee crises occurring as people flee 
conflict situations? Do we welcome the stranger to our shores? Why or why not? 

On Poverty 
Reader 2 (Laudato Si’ #48) 
The human environment and the natural environment deteriorate together; we cannot ad-
equately combat environmental degradation unless we attend to causes related to human and 
social degradation. In fact, the deterioration of the environment and of society affects the most 
vulnerable people on the planet: “Both everyday experience and scientific research show that 
the gravest effects of all attacks on the environment are suffered by the poorest.”2 For 
example, the depletion of fishing reserves especially hurts small fishing communities without 
the means to replace those resources; water pollution particularly affects the poor who cannot 
buy bottled water; and rises in the sea level mainly affect impoverished coastal populations 
who have nowhere else to go. The impact of present imbalances is also seen in the premature 
death of many of the poor, in conflicts sparked by the shortage of resources, and in any number 
of other problems which are insufficiently represented on global agendas.3 
  
Silent reflection and lighting of candle 

 How does “scandalous consumption” by some create ripple effects in developing 
countries? 

                                                           
1
 St. John Paul II message for the 1990 World Day of Peace  

2
 Bolivian Bishops’ Conference, Pastoral Letter on the Environment and Human Development in Bolivia El universo, 

don de Dios para la vida (23 March 2012), 17.   
3
 Cf. German Bishops’ Conference, Commission for Social Issues, Der Klimawandel: Brennpunkt globaler, 

intergenerationeller und ökologischer Gerechtigkeit (September 2006), 28-30. 
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 What debt do wealthier countries owe to developing countries for extracting their 
natural resources and raping their environment?   
 

On Climate Change 

Reader 3 (Laudato Si’ #23, 25) 
The climate is a common good, belonging to all and meant for all. At the global level, it is a 
complex system linked to many of the essential conditions for human life. …  Climate change is 
a global problem with grave implications: environmental, social, economic, political, and for the 
distribution of goods. It represents one of the principal challenges facing humanity in our day. 
Its worst impact will probably be felt by developing countries in coming decades. Many of the 
poor live in areas particularly affected by phenomena related to warming, and their means of 
subsistence are largely dependent on natural reserves and eco-systemic services such as 
agriculture, fishing and forestry. They have no other financial activities or resources which can 
enable them to adapt to climate change or to face natural disasters, and their access to social 
services and protection is very limited. For example, changes in climate, to which animals and 
plants cannot adapt, lead them to migrate; this in turn affects the livelihood of the poor, who 
are then forced to leave their homes, with great uncertainty for their future and that of their 
children. There has been a tragic rise in the number of migrants seeking to flee from the 
growing poverty caused by environmental degradation. They are not recognized by 
international conventions as refugees; they bear the loss of the lives they have left behind, 
without enjoying any legal protection whatsoever. Sadly, there is widespread indifference to 
such suffering, which is even now taking place throughout our world. Our lack of response to 
these tragedies involving our brothers and sisters points to the loss of that sense of 
responsibility for our fellow men and women upon which all civil society is founded. 
 
Silent reflection and lighting of candle 

 Pope Francis says that climate is a common good, belonging to all and meant for all? If 
this is so, what does it mean for us personally and communally?  

 What is my level of awareness and concern for persons and other species that are most 
directly impacted by climate change?  

 

Call to Conversion 
 

Reader 4 (Laudato Si’ #220-221) 
The ecological conversion needed to bring about lasting change is also a community conversion. 
… This conversion calls for a number of attitudes which together foster a spirit of generous 
care, full of tenderness. First, it entails gratitude and gratuitousness, a recognition that the 
world is God’s loving gift, and that we are called quietly to imitate his generosity in self-sacrifice 
and good works: “Do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing… and your 
Father who sees in secret will reward you” (Mt 6:3-4). It also entails a loving awareness that we 
are not disconnected from the rest of creatures, but joined in a splendid universal communion. 
As believers, we do not look at the world from without but from within, conscious of the bonds 
with which the Father has linked us to all beings. By developing our individual, God-given 
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capacities, an ecological conversion can inspire us to greater creativity and enthusiasm in 
resolving the world’s problems and in offering ourselves to God “as a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable” (Rom 12:1).  We do not understand our superiority as a reason for personal glory or 
irresponsible dominion, but rather as a different capacity which, in its turn, entails a serious 
responsibility stemming from our faith. 
 

Silent reflection and lighting of candle 

 Where, in my personal life, do I most experience the need for ecological conversion?  

 How does the beauty of God’s creation move me to awe and to gratitude?  
 

A period of communal sharing and/or expression of repentance may be included as desired. 

Closing Prayer: A prayer for our earth (from Pope Francis’ encyclical) 

All-powerful God,  
 you are present in the whole universe 
 and in the smallest of your creatures. 
You embrace with your tenderness all that exists. 
Pour out upon us the power of your love, 
 that we may protect life and beauty. 
Fill us with peace, that we may live  
 as brothers and sisters, harming no one. 
O God of the poor, 
 help us to rescue the abandoned  
 and forgotten of this earth, 
 so precious in your eyes. 
Bring healing to our lives,  
 that we may protect the world and not prey on it, 
 that we may sow beauty,  
 not pollution and destruction. 
Touch the hearts 
 of those who look only for gain 
 at the expense of the poor and the earth. 
Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, 
 to be filled with awe and contemplation, 
 to recognize that we are profoundly united with every creature 
 as we journey towards your infinite light. 
We thank you for being with us each day. 
Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle for justice, love and peace. 

 
Hymn: Let there be peace on Earth (Written by Jill Jackson and Sy Miller)  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IxCOrfS_NY0, or other song of your choosing 
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