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Ubi Petrus... Ibi Ecclesia!
LARGE SELECTION OF QUALITY CATHOLIC BOOKS & GIFTS

CHRISTMAS, FIRST COMMUNION, 
CONFIRMATION, WEDDING, BAPTISM

AT THIS SPECIAL TIME OF YEAR, ALL OF US AT

THE CATHOLIC CEMETERIES OF THE ARCHDIOCESE 
OF MILWAUKEE WISH YOU AND YOUR LOVED ONES 
A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A JOYOUS NEW YEAR

AT THIS SPECIAL TIME OF YEAR, ALL OF US AT

p Immaculate Conception Parish has been a 
part of Barton, which was absorbed into West 
Bend in the 1960s, since 1857. (Submitted 
photo)

u  ST. MARY, FROM PAGE 13

It was a clever way to expand the size 
of the building back then yet maintain 
the integrity of the original building. In 
the back hall, we have preserved several 
wonderful banners from the old church 
along with historic photos to keep those 
memories fresh.”

Though the interior beauty of the church 
remains, there are areas that need to be 
upgraded. Hence, the current interior 
renovation campaign, which beckons 
people to contribute with the words, 
“Beauty inspires and invites. It originates 
in God and leads us back to God.”

“We would like to do some work mainly 
in the sanctuary because that was 
the area most impacted by the last 
renovation 30 years ago,” Fr. Reesman 
explained. “We want to construct a high 
altar that will match the original altar 
but on a simpler scale. A lot will also 
involve painting to restore some of the 
original ornateness of the interior. The 
rest is simple mechanics of age. The 
carpet has worn thin, the floor needs 
to be updated and we want to put some 
statues back in here. It will make the 
church even more classical than  
it already is.”

Beyond the church building itself, 
parishioners like Nygaard are 
even more enthused about the new 
neighborhood outreach program  
now underway.

“We are starting a neighborhood 
outreach at this point asking our 
neighbors if they need any help with 
anything and said, ‘Please just give us a 
call and we’ll be there to help.’ I think it’s 
really a blessing because when you go out 
you’re meeting new friends and you’re 
spreading God’s Word and goodness. I 
go to the Catholic Church and someone 
else may go to another church doesn’t 
mean that we’re different. We’re really 
all the same. We’re all God’s children and 
whatever we do, we’re doing God’s work.”

Leading people to God will always be 
the main objective here, especially 
with an opportunity to work in a tight 
knit community.

“Each place does have its own unique 
feel and we try to make sure that 
is celebrated in the Mass,” added 
Fr. Reesman. “This is a smaller 
community and while you can’t ‘hide’ 
here as everyone knows you. Many 
people find that very inviting because 
as soon as you are here, they greet you 
and welcome you into the family that is 
the church community.”

IN 2016, IMMACULATE CONCEPTION/
ST. MARY PARISH, WEST BEND 
RECORDED:
n Registered Individuals: 2,401

n Registered Households: 910

n  Baptisms: 15

n  Confirmations: 30

n  Marriages: 2

If you want to visit:

Immaculate Conception/St. Mary Parish

1610 Monroe St. West Bend, WI, 53090

Mass Times:

7:30 a.m. 

9:30 a.m. (Includes Sign language for the 
hearing impaired on the 2nd Sunday of the 
month) 

1 p.m. (Español) 


