
 
"It is a happy surprise." That's what 
Sister Helen Pape had to say about 
her 100th birthday. Born Feb. 28, 
1908, Sister Helen grew up in 
Evanston, Ill., with her five brothers 
and sisters.  
 
She entered the Congregation of 
Sisters of St. Agnes, of Fond du 
Lac following high school. Having 
received her teaching degree from 
Marian College  of Fond du Lac, 
Sister Helen taught elementary 
school from 1930 to 1978.  

 
"I taught all of the grades from first grade to eighth grade, but my favorite was, first 
grade," Sister Helen said.   
 
Her career took her to 13, different parishes including Harlem, NY, Two Rivers, Mun-
cie, Ind., and back to Evanston. Her students remember her as a kind and creative 
teacher.  
 
Sister Helen's last ministry was visiting the elderly at St. Nicholas Parish in Evanston. 
She lives at the retirement community, Nazareth Court & Center in Fond du Lac with 
other retired members of the congregation.  
 
Sister Helen becomes the second living centenarian in; the Congregation. She joins 
Sister Claude Feldner, who is 109. 
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