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 With deference to the Sisters of St. Agnes, the Mollison family, and all 
those colleagues and friends present, I am honored to accept the George 
Becker Business Spirit Award on Sister Mary’s behalf.  Mary was a sister who 
grew into a business woman extraordinaire.  We have seen and heard about 
her many professional and personal accomplishments throughout a lifetime of 
service.  Her commitments to healthcare, higher education and the 
furtherance of religious life were founded on her bedrock commitment to her 
faith, her belief in others, and her fidelity to the mission of Jesus.  In her own 
words: 
“We talk about mission, but it is not even our mission.  It’s the mission of the 
Gospel, of Jesus.  Our job is to always ask, ‘How do we keep the Gospel alive?’” 
 
 As many in this room know, Mary was a contrarian always asking the 
questions that everyone needed, and no one else wanted to voice or to hear.  
With her collaborative approach and “killer smile” she was able to build 
consensus in improbable situations. 
 
 Always keeping in mind the big picture, she never lost touch with the 
importance of personal relationships and response to societal needs.  I 
especially want to call out her leadership in the effort to respond to local high 
school students at risk for suicide, the third leading cause of teenage death.  
Sister Mary was key in making sure that 9th grade students would be screened 
for depression and mental illness.  And, while paying attention to the “big 
business” of health care, she built mentoring relationships in the workplace 
and in CSA. 
 
 Devoted to the verities of truth, beauty, and goodness, she provided 
leadership and love during her 70 years on this planet and her 50 years in 
CSA. CSA and the planet are better off for her presence among us.  Thank you 
for honoring her legacy and ours.   
 

Jean Steffes, CSA 


