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Dear Friends,

Prayer is central to the lives of the Sisters of St. Agnes. There is a 
sentence from the Benedictus, a prayer we pray each day, that 
I would like to share with you as we move to the conclusion of 
this Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy:

And you, child, will be called prophet of the Most High, for 
you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, to give his 
people knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness 
of their sins, because of the tender mercy of our God by 
which the daybreak from on high will visit us to shine on 
those who sit in darkness and death’s shadow, to guide our 
feet into the path of peace. (Lk 1:76-80)

Pondering the tender mercy of our God makes me aware of all 
the ways that God has blessed the Congregation of Sisters of St. 
Agnes over all the years of our existence, and especially during 
this Jubilee of Mercy. We would not be able to celebrate some 
of the special anniversaries we have noted were it not for the graciousness of our God. We note –

• 120 years of healthcare through St. Agnes Hospital and Agnesian HealthCare
• 80 years of providing higher education through Marian University
• 70 years of missionary work in Nicaragua

These and all the ministries which the Congregation of St. Agnes has initiated or in which we have been 
blessed to participate have been sustained through partnership, collaboration and friendship with 
those who help to carry out the delivery of services or share in the governance of these services. Most 
of all, we wish to recognize those who use the services provided. I recently heard a speaker say that the 
establishment of institutions is a predominant way that Catholics make real the teaching, healing and 
pastoral presence of Christ in our world today. That is our desire.

The institutions are more than complemented by all the ways our sisters strive to respond to the needs 
of Christ in our midst. I would like to highlight a few of the ministries in which our sisters are involved: 
pastoral care and parish ministry in Madison and Briggsville, WI; sheltering the homeless and aiding in 
finding future paths in Tarboro, NC, and New York City; border ministry in Bisbee/Naco, AZ; parish outreach 
in Meridian and Amory, MS; response to the needs of the incarcerated in the federal prison system in PA; 
retreat work in Gallup, NM, Fond du Lac and Oshkosh, WI.

The Sisters of St. Agnes would not continue in such outreach without the help of so many partners, 
colleagues and friends. We count on the support of others and rely on the grace of God as we give thanks 
for the tender mercy of God. We recognize that Jesus, the Daybreak from on high, has indeed visited us!

In the peace and love of Christ,

Sister Jean Steffes, CSA
General Superior 



United States Ministries 
Marian University Campus Minister

My mission is to be an example of the mission of Jesus 
which is central to Campus Ministry. That example includes 
being an ambassador of the Gospel, offering hospitality 
and providing service to all. Hospitality is offered to faculty 
and staff who meet for lunch monthly. Also the doors are 
open for faculty, staff and clubs to meet in a welcoming 
environment. 

What do I enjoy? Creating ways to address spiritual and 
physical needs. One of the best projects I initiated is that 
of a weekly good will offering taken up at the Sunday 
night Masses. This is emergency money for anyone who 
is in need. This helps students, faculty or staff buy school 
supplies, groceries and other necessities. I also enjoy 
offering spiritual direction to students, staff and faculty. 
The students and I look forward to doing outreach to Big 
Brothers, Big Sisters, Loaves and Fishes and taking a trip 
to the South to participate in Habitat for Humanity over 
spring break. 

Campus Ministry opportunities, hopefully, can help transform students’ lives by offering a place to share 
faith and values. This kind of dialogue can be both challenging and transforming as students interact with 
others who have different values and faith. Another growth experience for students is Encounter, a young 
adult conference sponsored by the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. This faith experience takes place once a year 
and it is massive with over two thousand university students participating.

I have served here at Marian University for 20 years and hope to continue for years to come. However, 
I found that my greatest challenge comes from time constraints. Ministering to hundreds of people on 
Marian’s campus in meaningful ways, spiritually and personally, is a constant goal of mine.

Sister Marie Scott’s home-away-from-home is the Campus 
Ministry Center on the Marian University campus.

Students like these help Sister Marie turn the Marian campus into a place of friendship and 
joy: Meghan Schwobe, Claire Kalaus, Rachel Lederer, Halle Castonia, and Rebecca Garcia. 



70 Years in Nicaragua and Latin America

On December 20, 1945, four Sisters of St. Agnes arrived on the Atlantic Coast of Nicaragua. Sisters Mary 
Agnes Dickof, Pauletta Scheck, Francis Borgia Dreiling and Agnes Rita Fisette began a mission in Waspam. 
There and elsewhere in Latin America, the Sisters of St. Agnes worked among the people over the 
following 70 years. During that time, many native women of Nicaragua joined the Sisters of St. Agnes.

On December 20, 2015, two members of the General Council, Sisters Jean and Jomarie, joined the sisters 
presently living and ministering in Nicaragua to celebrate this important 70-year CSA commitment. The 
celebration began with a Mass concelebrated by Bishops Paul Schmitz and David Zywiec and Father 
Francisco Solano. Following the liturgy, all present gathered for a wonderful meal and sharing of stories. 
The celebration closed with the attendance at the Nicaraguan Ballet Folklórico.

Our mission in Nicaragua and Latin America has always relied on the generosity of people like you, who 
know the Sisters of St. Agnes and want to share in our mission there. We are enriched by those with whom 
and for whom we serve. We hope you have also felt blessed from your connection to them. Through your 
support we will continue to minister for another 70 years and beyond.

Your donation to Nicaraguan Ministries helps to support our 
sisters whose ministry pays only a stipend or no salary at all. 

Thank you for your generosity.

Today these sisters continue the mission begun 70 years ago.
FRONT:  Sisters María del Carmen Avendaño, Imelda Salazar, Guadalupe Ortiz  and 

Deydamia de Fátima Ruiz. 
BACK:  Sisters Marise Meis, Celia Fernández, Mirna Alvarado, Zorelia Chavarría, Petrona 

Herrera, Esperanza Rico, Rose Kowalski, Inés Lezama, Anabel Torres, Dulce María, 
and Francis Sánchez.

In 1945 four sisters expanded the CSA mission into 
Latin America. 

FRONT:  Sisters Mary Agnes Dickof and  
Agnes Rita Fisette. 

BACK:  Sisters Francis Borgia Dreiling and  
Pauletta Scheck.



Care of Senior Sisters

I often go to visit our sisters at Nazareth Court and Center. 
Our retired sisters there live the mission in any way they 
are able. Prayer is their primary ministry, but you will find 
many involved in so much more. 

They are very conscious of ways that they can help each 
other, especially our sisters needing skilled care. The 
sisters love the staff and other residents. They are good 
listeners and bring comfort to others. Some of them 
minister at the hospital. All their ministries, official and 
unofficial, are done with dedication.

Here are some quotes that I received when  talking to 
them about you, our donors, and what you do to make 
their care possible.

“ The people who take care of us are so extraordinary in 
meeting our needs. They anticipate our needs. Their 
generosity is outstanding. Thank you for your help in 
making this possible.”

“It means a lot when I know the people who donate are the children I taught in school.”

“ We are well taken care of and I appreciate it. We are greatly blessed in our retirement years with the care 
we get.”

“If you have intentions, we will pray for you.”

“When you are older, may you have someone as charitable to you.”

As you can see, all you do is appreciated by our sisters. May you be greatly blessed for your generosity. Your 
donation to Care of Senior Sisters helps to support sisters who are retired. Some are still able to volunteer 
in many ways; all live the mission through their prayer, service and suffering.

Thank you for your generosity

Sisters Kathleen Schmitz, Julia Pfeifer and Agnes Scott 
enjoy time together.

Sister Rose Andre Miller loves quilting.

Sister Marie Endres prays with the Scripture.



208 
New  

Donors 

Average Gift: 

$233.36 

Total Giving: 
$400,036.46 

Down 1.7% 

Total Donors 
 

952 
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We, the Sisters of St. Agnes, participate in the mission of Christ by joyful service in the Church, 
always aware that we, too, are among the needy and are enriched by those we serve. Inspired by our 
founders–by the missionary zeal of Father Caspar Rehrl, the courageous initiatives of Mother Agnes Hazotte 
and the spiritual influence of Father Francis Haas–we continue to respond in our own times to those whose 
faith life or human dignity is threatened.

Rooted in Christ through prayer and worship we serve in both rural and urban settings throughout the 
United States and in Latin America. We strive to minister with simplicity and hospitality in the fields of 
education, health care, pastoral ministry, and social service.

We are committed to transformation of the world, the Church and ourselves through promoting

 • systemic change for the quality of life
 • justice for the economically poor
 • furtherance of the role of women in church and society
 • mutuality, inclusivity and collaboration.

Love binds us together, and by sharing our lives and our faith in community, we support one another to live 
with singleness of purpose: that among us and in our world the Risen Christ be discovered and revealed.

CSA General Council, from left: Sister Anita Henning, councilor;  
Sister Jean Steffes, general superior; Sister Susan Seeby, 
councilor; Sister Jomarie Zielke, general vicar
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