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September 7, 2007   

Dear Sisters, Associates, and Colleagues,

Thank you for your concern and prayer for our sisters and the people of Nicaragua and Honduras during this tragic week following Hurricane Felix. Your outpouring of support is deeply appreciated and is being shared with our members in Latin America as we keep in daily contact with them.
Limited flights from Managua to Puerto Cabezas were restored by yesterday, Thursday, September 6.  Sisters Katie Schilling, Guadalupe Aguilar, Johana Granado, and Francisca María Colomer were able to get tickets and flew to Puerto immediately taking as many needed supplies as their luggage could hold. 
Sister Katie called this morning with an update on conditions as they found them when arriving.  Our sisters living there, Sisters Petrona, Celia, and Angela are safe and very involved in recovery efforts in the convent and school buildings and also among the people of the town who have lost almost everything.  They have moved into the new convent, huddling together in two small rooms while the workers are doing their best to get the doors and window in place and complete the construction that was underway before the storm hit.  Meanwhile the sisters were able to salvage the kitchen in the old convent. Using the gas stove they have been making large pots of food to take to the hospital which has become a shelter for many of the people.  The sisters, along with some of the teachers and other workers from the school who have come to help,  are going back and forth delivering food and distributing extra mattresses, beds, sheets, blankets, and other supplies from the old convent that people can use.  There is no electricity and it may take weeks for power to be restored.  Thank goodness for the gas stove!  I am so grateful for and inspired by these sisters and their colleagues as they reach out and continue doing all they can to help in the midst of their own loss and devastation.
Sister Katie hopes to return to Managua on Saturday.  There she will buy supplies to send back to Puerto Cabezas by truck since travel by land from Managua to the Atlantic Coast has been restored.  Thanks to the generosity of donors and the blessings of our own resources we have been able to wire a donation to assist in the purchasing of needed supplies.  

The village of Santa Marta is located between Puerto Cabezas and Waspam.  Those of us who have driven between these two towns have often stopped there to visit the families of Sister Francisca María, Sister Johana and Sister Mayra Rivera.  Santa Marta has been destroyed by the hurricane.  The families of the sisters are homeless and living on the “street”, more like mud roads.  Sisters Johana and Francisca María are traveling to Santa Marta today to assist their families. Sister Mayra’s fifteen year old nephew is missing as a result of the storm.  Please hold Mayra and her family in prayer as the search for him continues.
Our sisters in Waspam, Nicaragua and in La Ceiba, Honduras are safe and doing well.  These towns were both spared the brunt of the storm.  The village of Waspam seems to have become a recovery center providing shelter for rescue workers and a delivery site for supplies.

We are trying to keep our website updated with new information and pictures as they become available. Visit www.csasisters.org and click on “What’s New” to learn more. The development office is preparing an emergency appeal letter to send out asking for others to assist CSA in funding relief efforts.  If you or any of your family or friends wish to help, donations can be sent to the Development Office at 320 County Road K, Fond du Lac, WI 54935, payable to the Congregation of Sisters of St. Agnes. Every gift will be deeply appreciated and used directly to restore the ministries of our sisters and to assist with the needs of the people.  
The bonds of love and faith that unite us as a community of sisters, associates, co-workers, family and friends across the United States and in Latin America is a source of  peace and hope in the midst of this recent suffering and devastation.  Thank you for your prayer, compassion, and outreach.

Gratefully,

Sister Joann

