
                     

 “It was Super Sunday for Helen Banta and CSA, as a new associate relationship was formalized on February 3, 2008 in Chicago.  While others were preparing to watch the Super Bowl, over 20 Sisters of St. Agnes, associates and friends gathered to celebrate Helen’s first commitment to the CSA associate relationship.  Sharon Baudry and Linda Miller, associates from Milwaukee, also highlighted the day by professing their recommitment to the mission of Jesus through the CSA associate relationship.

In Helen’s Letter of Intent to follow her call into the associate relationship, she said, “I’ve learned a great deal about what it means to live…from Sr. Patrice (Helen’s mentor throughout the discernment process), … Ss. Dolores Lytle, Susan Seeby, Lorraine Pfannanstiel, to name a few.  If I had not been as impressed as I was by their intelligence, compassion, good humor, passion for social justice, and dedication to living out the gospel message, I would not have embarked on the road to becoming an associate.  But, by the grace of God, I did meet them, and they’ve changed my life forever.

Sr. Patrice encouraged me to read and reflect on various spiritual writings…with each reading, like turning a kaleidoscope, I see the world and myself in new ways…  Through monthly faith sharing, my relationship with God and with the others in the group has deepened as we share and support one another on our separate and mutual journeys … I find that I am better able to see the face of God and the suffering Christ in people that I encounter in my work life…the majority of whom can only be called society’s throwaways…if I’m graced with the skill to do my job particularly well, I can see not only the face of God, but the face of the risen Christ in those with whom I work.  On those days, I come home feeling that I have indeed been living out the gospel message … 

I know that the work of spiritual growth and service is a lifelong endeavor providing only occasional glimpses of grace.  But that’s enough for me to know that I am on the right track…”

We welcome Helen to the CSA community.  We are blessed!”

